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Last week the hard drive on our computer at the church crashed. 
As you can imagine it was not a pretty picture. Our secretary Lisa 
spent most of three days trying to hook up another computer, rec-
reate our bulletins and most important of all try and get a copy of 
all our email addresses.  At this point you might say to your self, 
“Self, why didn’t they have all of their files backed up?” Well the 

answer is we did but not all of them. And we had not run the back up for some time and the files were 
really out dated and not of very much help. 

What this did was make me think of our spiritual lives. What if something in our lives today caused our 
hard drive to crash?  What if a major catastrophe struck like an illness or a death in the family?  What if 
we lost our job or our ability to work?  What if we were facing the end of an important relationship? Are 
we prepared?  Like Lisa, we would all be running around trying to fix the problem the best we know 
how. Trying to figure out what needs to be done to get things back on track. What if we didn’t have a 
back up or we had a back up but didn’t use it often enough to be of much good in a crisis. 

The hard drive is our lives and the Holy Spirit is what makes it work. Jesus promised us in John 14:26, 
“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things, 
and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”  The hard drive (Holy Spirit) has all the informa-
tion we need to be what God is calling us to be and what He wants for our lives. But we can cause the 
Spirit to crash. Not be effective in our lives because we have not done the proper maintenance and 
backed up the Spirit with prayer, scripture reading, study, and worship attendance.  Just like our com-
puters, to be effective, we need to clean the junk out, update the systems and back everything up every 
day. That way we won’t lose everything we need when our hard drive crashes. Remember back up your 
hard drive everyday with prayer.  

Blessings!  

Rev. Dr. Bobby G. Dickerson 
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Message From The Chair 
 

The month of June has been a busy one at Beneva.  There was a visit from the Regional Minister Rebecca Hale to 
discuss a program called New Beginnings that is available to DOC churches.  For those that were not able to hear 
her presentation, it is available on the website under Online Extras, Sermons.   The flyer is also on the website under 
Online Extras, E-Newsletter, New Beginnings.  During her presentation, she shared some startling facts that 70% of 
DOC churches around the country find themselves in a similar situation as Beneva’s. 
Based on the support and response from you, the congregation, there was an overwhelming vote of yes to move for-
ward with this program.  As we move forward over the next several weeks and months ahead, we will be discussing 
who and where we are as a church in our community, and where we would like to find ourselves moving forward.  
The price tag for the program is $2,600.  If you would like to make a special donation towards to cost of this pro-
gram, please contact me or Frank Metheny as we will make sure that the money goes to this cause. 
The day after the visit from the Regional Minister, the church computer crashed.  As a result of this, some or all in-
formation may not be disseminating properly throughout the congregation.  To be safe, please email your current 
contact information to the church office at office@benevachristian.com so Lisa can ensure she has the most up-to-
date records. 
Please continue to keep the church leadership and our greater church congregation in your daily prayers as we move 
forward with this program and our greater calling as Christian’s which is making disciples in this world.   As with 
this, or anything, if you have concerns or questions please feel free to email me at chair@benevachristian.com. 
 
Jon Hart 
www.myciscovoice.com 
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Do you like to keep your home pleasing to the eye and enticing?? 
 We struggle with obtaining volunteers to keep our Lords home, Beneva Christian, to look inviting enough to entice 
outside visitors to join us….  
 A few weeks back we had one person, yes one person, that found it in their heart to help our cause and spend per-
sonal time, away from family, to single handedly mow Beneva Christian’s lawns…..  How do you feel letting one 
person work for 5 HOURS on your home when it could have been done in less than half that time if you had volun-
teered to help. 
 We have tried to divvy up a schedule so as not to wear anyone out to no avail.  Beneva Christian property, as well as 
a great deal other areas, NEEDS YOUR HELP!!! 
 If you find it in your heart, duty, conscience or calling, to join the team that cares about Beneva Christian, please call 
the office, me or Frank to discuss the current schedule. 
 We have a huge property to upkeep and there are many many things that need to be done.  Please think of Beneva 
Christian when you have a free moment. 
  
In the Lord’s name pray for Beneva Christian, 
  
Larry Hazen 
941.504.9050 
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9:30  A.M.  Contemporary Praise Service -  Communion will be served up 
front           
  July 04      July 11      July 18      July 25      

1 Suzie Davis   1 Lisa Morrison  1 Suzie Davis   1 
Lisa Morri-
son     

2 Nila Valvo   2 Jeff Morrison   2 Nila Valvo   2 Jeff Morrison     

 
Prep for 1st service and assist in prepping for 2nd 
service       

10:45 A.M. Traditional Worship - Communion will be served in the pews rather than up 
front       
  July 04      July 11      July 18      July 25      

1 Kathy Bearden   1 Jennifer Fulkert  1 Kathy Bearden   1 
Alicia Brod-
korb     

2 Joe Bearden   2 Alicia Brodkorb   2 Joe Bearden   2 
Tim Brod-
korb     
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            July 4th   Glenn & Jane Oneal  Glenn call to worship 
  
            July 11th  Greg Fulkert & Betty Freant    Greg call to worship  Visitation & serving communion 
                                                                        to shut ins. 
  
            July 18th   Garland & Patty Poquette   Graland call to worship 
  
            July 25th    Sara & Frank Metheny    Sara call to worship 
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Empowered by the Spirit, We 
will reach out in Love and 
Fellowship; Teaching and 

Making Disciples. 

The adult Cornerstone Class would like to invite you to 
join them at 10:45on Sunday mornings for a time of Bi-

ble study and discussion.  
They meet in the Chi Ryo 
room in the Fellowship Hall.  
Discover the joy of growing 
together as Christians as we 
study God’s Word. 

The Wired Word class continues to meet in the CYF 
room at 10:45 on Sunday mornings.  They discuss and 
study the most current events of the week and discover 
how our faith and the Bible intertwine.  Be sure to give 
your e-mail address to Sara or Frank Metheny to be in-
cluded in this exciting class. 

Lunch and Learn 
Thursdays 

12:15—1:00pm 
Fellowship Hall 

Middle and High School 
Students 

Come to Game Night at the 
Fulkert’s on July 16th 

6:00pm -  9:00pm 
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Beneva Christian Church 
 
Jimmie Gentle 
 
Elsie McDonald’s Family 
 
Mary King 
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The Newsletter is now being placed on the 
church’s website.  If you know of someone hav-
ing trouble getting the Good News please notify 
the church office so we can  print them a copy or 
email it to them, 

Jul 01 Jeff & Lisa Morrison 

Jul 01 Jeff & Anneliese Blanton 

Jul 03 Greg & Olevia Fulkert 

Jul 10 David & Kay Goodman 

Jul 14 Calvin & Hattie Coulter 

Jul 22 Russell & Sandy Robbins 

Jul 22 Rob & Jennifer Gerkin 

Jul 26 John & JoAnne Humbert 

Jul 26 Lionel & Carolyn Hart 

Jul 28 Jerry & Mary Caress 

Jul 02 Jean Malmquist 

Jul 03 Alex Weber 

Jul 03 Dale Root 

Jul 06 Jennifer Case 

Jul 06 Debbie Platt 

Jul 10 Becky Brodkorb 

Jul 11 Lillian Moore 

Jul 11 Eric Sloat 

Jul 13 Carly Taylor 

Jul 14 Jenny Wise 

  
Jul 14 Jane Wyatt 

Jul 16 Arlene Cueman 

Jul 16 Bob Ely 
Jul 17 Jim Huron 
Jul 17 Chad Dellit 

Jul 18 Chad Brunner 

Jul 20 Barbara Clements 

Jul 21 Ann Slingerland 

Jul 24 Gary Schroeder 

Jul 25 Walter Haupt 

Jul 25 Amy Jo Hill 

Jul 26 Barbara Alice Carroll 

Jul 26 Larry Brown 

Jul 27 Sibyl Keller 

Jul 28 David Morgan 
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Please continue to bring your  
Aluminum cans to help support our 
Health Department Fund used to help 
people in need with  medications 
costs.  Cans can be dropped off behind 
the garage 
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Happy Independence Day - Let Freedom Ring!! Mrs. Kohut and I are taking June 28 - July 2 
off to enjoy summertime fun with our families and then we return for five more awesome 
weeks of summer camps. If you haven’t signed up but would like to join us, call the preschool 
at 924-9290 to reserve your preschooler’s place in the fun! Our weekly themed camps run 
through August 7th. 
  
                    LOOK FOR THE STARS ASSESSMENT RESULTS ARE IN AND 
                                  WE’RE A 5-STAR PRESCHOOL!!! 
On April 16th 2010, we were visited by two assessors for the Look for the Stars, Quality Rat-
ing Improvement System. The Look for the Stars QRIS is a comprehensive learning improve-

ment program designed to enhance the quality of child care to ensure positive outcomes for children. This QRIS encour-
ages and recognizes quality services and provides identifiable standards of quality using a 5-star rating system. This as-
sessment program has been active for three years. This is the second year we have been assessed and we do so on a vol-
untary basis (we do not have subsidized children in attendance and are therefore exempt from the requirement to be as-
sessed by Look for the Stars). Last year we received a 4-Star rating and an extensive report on every component. If you 
know me (and many of you do!)…..that report became my TO-DO LIST! 
  
Many projects and staff meetings throughout our 2009-2010 had me crossing off each detail until the only thing left to 
do was have our next assessment visit. There are a total of 50 points + 3 bonus points, for a grand total achievable of 53 
points on this environmental rating scale. Little Disciples Preschool received 51.5 points. Can I say that again? LITTLE 
DISCIPLES PRESCHOOL RECEIVED 51.5 POINTS!!!!!!!!!!! 
There are only 4 programs in Sarasota County to have achieved 5-Star status. Your staff was together in our end-of-year 
review meeting when the call came in. Needless to say, there was A LOT of dancing in the halls and hugging going on! 
  
While this is a high mark of achievement for our staff, it is also our gift to each of our preschoolers and their families. 
We are honored to have reached 5-Star status. The changes we made from last year to this are all physical ones 
to:  provide better safety, better hands-on learning, and better opportunities for our preschoolers. The heartbeat of Little 
Disciples Preschool remains the same: ours is a learning, laughing, loving approach to prepare your child for life. Your 
children are the reason we are here, and the reason we continue to reach for the stars!!! Visit 
www.lookforthestars.org to find out more about this rating system in the coming weeks (new ratings not posted yet…..) 
 
Hope this finds you and yours having tons of fun this month and throughout your summer! 
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Beckham’s Fundraiser 
 
Don’t forget about a great opportunity that awaits you 
at BECKHAM’S restaurant, located at 1272 S. 
Tamiami Trail in Osprey, (South Bay Plaza). They will 
send Beneva Christian Church a check for 15% of your 
bill for any Sunday noon meal. Simply enjoy a great 
lunch at BECKHAM’S after church on any Sunday, 
give your server the name and address of our church, 
and they will mail the church a check! Their food is 
delicious and served in generous portions, and the 
professional yet comfortable atmosphere of Beckham’s 
will have you rushing back for more. We received a 
very heartfelt ‘Thank You’ letter from Beckham’s for 
participating in their Brunch Cash back program, as it 
has helped them get through the financial slumps. They 
look forward to welcoming us to brunch throughout 
2009, and I hope that everyone makes a trip (or two or 
three) to Beckham’s! Take your friends and family 
along. Enjoy a great meal, great fellowship, and help 
support our church!!! �  

Recycling Fundraiser pays for EVERY item (in the categories listed on our price list) no 
matter what - regardless of whether or not the item(s) work and regardless of whether or 
not the item's model number is listed on our price list.  

· Cell Phones  (We pay up to $300 per used cell phone) 

· Jewelry  (We pay the dollar highest amount for scrap metal jewelry) 

· Ink Jet Printer Cartridges  (Up to $5 per used ink jet) 

· Laptops & Netbooks  (Up to $350 per used laptop & netbook) 

· MP3 Players  (Up to $50 per used MP3 Player) 

· Digital Cameras  (Up to $10 per used digital camera) 

· Digital Video Cameras  (Up to $25 per used digital camera) 

· GPS Devices  (Up to $50 per used GPS device) 

· Radar Detectors  (Up to $50 per used radar detector) 

· Kindle & Sony Book Readers  (Up to $25 per used Kindle or Sony book reader) 
 

That is, you earn cash for every cell phone, ink jet cartridge, laptop or netbook computer, MP3 Player (Apple iPod, 
Microsoft Zune, Creative or Sandisk), digital camera, digital video camera, handheld game system (Sony or Nin-
tendo), GPS device (Garmin, Mio, Magellan or TomTom), radar detector (Escort, Beltronics or Cobra), Kindle or 
Sony book reader or unwanted piece of jewelry you collect including broken items or items not on our list. Prices on 
our list reflect working items only. Working electronics are electronics that, when tested by 
Recycling Fundraiser, power up, possess an undamaged LCD screen, make a test call (if 
applicable), have working internal components including the charge port and are not cracked 
or otherwise damaged. Non-Working items that appear on our price list will be credited 20% 
of the corresponding working price. Newer working and non-working electronics not included 
on our price list will be credited at competitive prices. There is no price deduction for broken 
jewelry. 
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Beneva Church Family, 
  
We have received from Matt Rosine, Office of Church Extension, and a tentative schedule for our assess-
ment. Here is the schedule: 
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Please keep these dates open on you calendar. Where practical all meetings will be recorded and placed 
on the web for everyone to access. 
  
In His Service, 
  
 Jon Hart 

Dear Beneva Church Family, 
  
On Sunday, June 13th the congregation met with Rev. Rebecca Hale to discuss the possibilities of entering 
the New Beginnings program. All members that were not able to attend the meeting were asked to listen to 
her comments on the Beneva web page.  After a time of prayer and discernment each member was asked to 
vote whether they felt we should enter the program at this time. All responses were to be in the church of-
fice by Friday, June 25th. 
  
As of Friday, 29 of the 141 members of Beneva voted yes to enter the New Beginnings program. There 
were no “no” votes cast. Also, to date there has been pledged $1,250.00 to off set the cost of $2,600.00. If 
you would like to contribute to help off set the cost please contact the church office or send a check to Be-
neva Christian and in the memo line write New Beginnings. 
  
The application has been filled out and is being sent to Matt Rosine of Church Extension. 
  
Please continue to prayer for your church as we enter this new phase. 
   
In His Service, 
  
  Jon Hart 
Board Chair 
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Officers   June 2010— May 2011 
 

Chair    Jon Hart 
 
Vice-Chair   Frank Metheny 
 
Secretary   Elsie McDonald 
 
Finance Sec   To Be Determined 
 
Treasurer   JoAnn Kelly 
 
Trustee   Jerry Caress 
 
Discipleship   To Be Determined 
(Adult Christian Education) 
 
Worship   Sarah Metheny 
 
First Impressions/   Rick Cusolito 
Outreach 
 
Property   Larry Hazen 
 
Children and Youth  Olevia Fulkert 
(Ministries)                             Patti Poquette 
 
Fellowship/Hospitality  Jackie Hazen 
(Membership) 
 
Elders    Glenn and Jane Oneal 
    Nila Valvo 
    Betty Freant 
    Frank and Sarah Metheny 
    Greg Fulkert 
    Garland and Patti Poquette 
 
 
Diaconate    Nila Valvo 
    Jeff and Lisa Morrison 
    Susie Davis 
    Alicia Brodkorb 
    Tim Brodkorb 
    Jennifer Fulkert (Jr. Deacon) 
    Joe and Kathy Bearden 



The Good News  July  2010 
11 

  July 2010 

BENEVA CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Disciples of Christ) 
4835 Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL 34233-2110 

Phone: 941.924.8713           Fax: 941.923.4185 

E-Mail:    bccoffice2@verizon.net 
 
Web Site:  www.BenevaChristian.com 

Discover . . . Spiritual growth 
 

Every Disciples congregation meets weekly to worship 
God. In the warmth of God’s presence and with the 
support of others, we grow in our understanding of God in 
ways that make a difference in our everyday lives. 
 

Through worship that is both contemporary and traditional, 
we discover the joy of trusting and following Jesus. 
 

Around the communion table, we acknowledge Christ’s 
presence and remember the meal He shared with His 
followers. All believers are welcome at the Lord’s table. 
 

Whether you are a longtime follower of Jesus Christ, or 
curious about Christianity, the Christian Church can help 
you explore Christianity and learn about Christ. �  

What Do Disciples Believe? 
 
Like most Christians, Disciples affirm: 
�� Jesus Christ is the son of the Living God, and offers 

saving grace to all. 
�� All persons are God’s children. 
 
Beliefs and practices usually associated with Disciples 
include: 
�� Open Communion. The Lord’s Supper, or 

Communion, is celebrated in weekly worship. It is 
open to all believers. 

�� Diversity of opinion. Each person is free to 
determine individual belief guided by the Bible, the 
Holy Spirit, study and prayer. 

�� Baptism by immersion. In baptism the old self-
centered life is set aside, and a new life of trust in 
God is made possible. Although Disciples generally 
practice baptism by immersion, they honor other 
baptism traditions as well. 

�� Importance of church unity. All Christians should 
cooperate in ministry wherever possible, affirming 
each other as sisters and brothers in Christ. 

�� The ministry of all believers. Both ministers and lay 
persons lead worship, direct service opportunities 
and nurture spiritual growth. 

�� Freedom of belief. Disciples are called together 
around one essential of faith: belief in Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior.�  

The chalice symbolizes the central place of  communion in 
worship for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The 
X-shaped cross of the disciple Andrew is a reminder of the 
ministry of each person and the importance of evangelism. 

Contemporary Service                                               9:30am 

Adult & Youth Bible Study Class                              9:30am 

Traditional Worship Service (& Nursery)                  10:45am 

Adult & Youth Bible Study Class                              10:45am 
 

Sunday Schedule 

The Good News is published monthly by  
Beneva Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 4835 Beneva Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233-2110. 


