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The Lenten season is a period of self-reflection and self-
examination. This applies to both individuals and organizations. 
Here at Beneva this process of reflection and examination is 
moving forward. Beneva Christian Church will celebrate its 40th 
year of ministry in September.  The congregation is reflecting 
on where we’ve been, who we are and where God is calling us 

to go in the future. This process of discovery is both exciting and scary.   
The church continues to experience a budget shortfall; however, we continue to grow both spiritually and 
numerically. We most recently voted on a deficit budget and made some hard decision about our future but 
our outreach to the community continues through the Disciples Mission Fund, Crop Walk, food pantry and 
other ministries. As harder decisions still await us we are gathering on each Saturday in March for the 
“Beneva Walk Out” and we will be placing 5,000 door hangers throughout our neighborhood and commu-
nity.  Some will see our difficulties as Obstacles but I see them as Opportunities.  
 One of our greatest opportunities is to transform our church for the 21sth century so that we can meet the 
challenges ahead and reach the lost for Christ. This will take the shape of a program called New Begin-
nings which will help us look at ourselves and how we might utilizes our current talents, gifts and abilities 
to their fullest advantage. How we might take the shape of a “new church start” within our existing build-
ing and structure.  Along with a new commitment by our current leadership, new leadership is stepping for-
ward. All share a vision of what God can do in us, with us and through us as we rededicate our lives to his 
service.  
 Some of the changes, yes I said changes, we will have to make will be easy and some will be difficult but 
they must be made to ensure our future as Christ’s church here at Beneva. One of the changes you will no-
tice immediately is that we will no longer be mailing out the “The Good News” to every member. This 
will save cost and time. The Good News will be sent to you via your email or you can go to the church web 
page at www.benevachristian.com and read it there. A few copies will be made to be handed to visitors and 
those who don’t have access to email. To make this possible we will need your current email address if you 
wish to continue to receive the Good News or notification of it being posted on the web page. Please bear 
with us as we transition from a paper news letter to an electronic one. 
 Keep Beneva in your prayers as we seek God’s will together, 
  
Pastor Bobby 

Crop Walk/Property ......... ...…..2 
 
Week of Compassion…………...3 
 
Christian Education .................. 4 
 
Birthdays & Anniversaries ........ 5 
 
Financial Report/Outreach………6 

 
Articles……………….…...7 
 
Joshua’s Men/Bifocal Bunch .... 8 
Martha Circle 
Deacon/Elder Schedule ............ 9 
 
Calendar………………………..10         
 
Kids Page………….11 



The Good News, March 2010 
2 

Mark your calendar and keep March 21, 2010 open for SPRING CLEANING ~ it’s the Sunday before Palm 
Sunday!!!  As many of you know I was gone most of February and when I came back I noticed how much of a 
mess there is around our property….  I know many, hopefully everyone, will be picking a day to volunteer on 
Saturdays in March for the “Walk Out” program spreading the word of our Church and growing membership, so 
I don’t think a Sat-A-Workday can be in the agenda.  Sooooooooooo….let’s spiff up and be proud of our prop-
erty for Palm Sunday.  Since we are already at church on Sunday, March 21st, bring along your “work clothes” 
and join in for a Sunday afternoon Spring Cleaning.  Those that attend the early service can get started after Sun-
day School and then those folks who attend the later service can join in afterward.  I will provide hot dogs and 
hamburgers and ask that everyone else bring a side or dessert, that way we can continue to work til mid-
afternoon.   
 It’s also that time to start thinking about the weekly mowing again.  I’d REALLY like to create a few teams 
with 3 or-4 people per team and rotate it weekly.  Our ONE team last year got pretty worn out toward the end of 
the summer and we desperately need/needed more people to help out.  You may contact me at church, or write 
me at BCC@larryhazen.com or call me 941.504.9050. 
In His name we Pray for Beneva. 
Larry Hazen 
Property Chair 

Here we go again asking for more donations. This time it is for Crop Walk our Week of 
Compassion major partner. Not only is your outreach committee looking for money,it is 
looking for walkers!! I will be signing up walkers at the end of both services. The walk is 
great and is not hard. It involves walking over the Sarasota Bay,not like Jesus, but on the 
Ringling Bridge. We walk towards Marina Jacks. If that seems a bit much for you, you 
can walk around St.Armonds Circle. Mary especially likes walking to Kilwins for fudge 

and ice cream. If that is even to much, you can just register and pick up a nice Tee Shirt. We ask that you raise 
at least $25 for Crop Walk to earn a shirt. Not much money but it all makes a gig amount when added together. 
Last year Sarasota raised almost $25,000. 10 churches worked together. This year, we hope to raise over 
$25,000. Venice, by comparison raised over $45,000 last year! 25% of the money we collect will go to All Faith's 
Food bank. We will also try to fill a barrel for our own food pantry. A little known fact is Kilwins i s a Mackinac 
Island company in the Upper Lower Michigan Peninsula. Your Outreach team, Mary Caress and Dave Har-
low   Save the day March 21st. 1PM 
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Please continue to bring your  
Aluminum cans to help support our Health Department Fund used to help 
people in need with  medications costs.  Cans can be dropped off behind 
the garage 

Greetings from Week of Compassion! As we continue to keep the people of Haiti in our prayers, we also 
continue to receive more and more news about the situation on the ground. Chris Herlinger, Church World 
Service Communications Officer, has filed a number of excellent reports that help further nuance what has 
been reported by U.S. news outlets. In his most recent report, Herlinger writes the following: 
...Patience is certainly needed now, nearly a month after the devastating 12 January earthquake and at a 
time when "coordination and distribution remain difficult, overall public interest in Haiti may be waning but 
needs will remain for months to come," said Dirk Salomons, the director of the humanitarian affairs pro-
gram at Columbia University in New York City. 
Blain, an ACT/LWF staffer, knows something about the need for patience. A recent distribution in Gressier, 
located some 20 kilometers west of Port-au-Prince, got out of control when local police demanding tents 
refused to do much to calm a crowd. 
During the 30 January incident, Blain and the other ACT/LWF staffers did their best to maintain order and 
continue the distribution and their stated goal of assisting the most vulnerable, including families with preg-
nant women and young children. Eventually the crowd got unruly, a policewoman fired two shots in the air 
and the distribution ended. The young ACT/LWF staff was disappointed and frustrated. 
By contrast, a distribution a day earlier elsewhere had gone perfectly, Blain said, while another the next 
day at the Santa Teresa camp in Port-au-Prince also went off without problems. 
Why the differences? One was that, unlike those in Santa Teresa,  Gressier residents had not received any 
assistance up until then -- they were simply tired and angry. Another was the presence in Santa Teresa of 
a police officer who calmly urged the crowd to be patient and said he would personally stop the distribution 
if problems began. 
 
The officer, Harry Brossard, said the tactic seemed to work, and it stemmed from his own desire to see 
food distributed to those who needed it. "We need food for these people," he said. 
The crowd in Santa Teresa also seemed to be more patient and understanding than the crowd in Gressier 
about the need for distributions to target the most vulnerable. "I think they have to think about the other 
people (eventually)," said Willy Louis, a security guard. "But it's no problem for me. Pregnant people and 
the disabled should come first." 
Marie Dany F. Volter, 34, who like Blain and the overwhelming majority of aid workers here is Haitian, said 
first-time distributions like that in Gressier "are never easy." That is particularly the case in a situation 
where aid is urgently needed and it may not be easy to work out all details in advance with the local part-
ner. . ." 
 
The work goes on in Haiti, and it also goes on here in the United States. Week of Compassion, Disciples 
Volunteering, and Church World Service are currently helping organize a building project in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. Josh Baird of Disciples Volunteering sent us the following information about the upcoming build: 
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CYF Conference  June 20-26 
Genesis Camp  June 27-July 2 
Canoe Camp  July 4-10 
Junior Camp  July 11-15 
Third Grade Camp  July 18-22 
Chi-Rho Camp  July 25-30 
Spiritual Arts Camp August 1-7 
 
Will you answer “Here am I Lord; send 
me” when asked to serve on the staff of a 
youth camp or conference in 2010?  
There is a need for adults to fill camp di-
rectors, counselors, counselors-in-
training, lifeguard, camp nurse and other 
staff positions.  Please contact the camp 
and conference center to let them know 
where you can help. 

The adult Cornerstone Class would like to invite you to 
join them at 10:45on Sunday mornings for a time of Bi-

ble study and discussion.  
They meet in the Chi Ryo 
room in the Fellowship Hall.  
Discover the joy of growing 
together as Christians as we 
study God’s Word. 

The Wired Word class continues to meet in the CYF 
room at 10:45 on Sunday mornings.  They discuss and 
study the most current events of the week and discover 
how our faith and the Bible intertwine.  Be sure to give 
your e-mail address to Sara or Frank Metheny to be in-
cluded in this exciting class. 

The best news ever!  You don’t have to quit coming to 
church camp just because you’ve grown up!  Come 
and spend 48 hours with Florida Disciples (55+) at our 
comfy conference center– complete with air condi-
tioned/heated cabins, modern bathrooms, state-of-art 
swimming pool, golf carts to help those who need a 
lift, wonderful food prepared by a great chef, and a 
program that will inspire and challenge you.  Won’t 
YOU come to… 
The 21st Annual Sr. Retreat 
,March 16-18, 2010 
Christian Church Conference Center 
 
Theme:  Faith Journeys 
Speakers:  Dr. James Collins, Mr. Don Sherman 
Rev. Glenn Turner 
Worship/Preaching;  Rev. David Walton, Rev. 
Marilyn Spry 
Music Leader:  Rev. Joel Tucker 
Cost:  On the grounds $115 
Off the \grounds $80 
Registration forms and more information available in 
the church office. 
 

Sunday Night Live 
Thank you Youth for presenting the  Ash Wednesday 
Service. 
 
March  13  Garage Sale 
March 14 Participate in  Crop Walk 
April 11 Youth Group at the Beach 
April 23-25 Mission trip for 5th Grade up at the 
Ocala Camp and Conference Center. 
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Youth  Sunday School will meet at  10:45am     during 
Second Service.  Please bring your youth and attend one 
of our many classes or church service. 
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Worship on Wednesdays is our new 
midweek opportunity to gather for food 
at 5:45, worship 6:30, and education.  We 
will also have a guest speaker once a 
month.   
 
Come join us for a midweek spiritual 
recharge.  

Mar 05 Steve & Mary Ann Dziadik 

Mar 10 Dick & Jeanette Haase 

Mar 21 Jonathan & Jennifer Case 

Mar 21 Antonio & Monika Trujillo 

Mar 26 Ray & Ann Sullivan 
Mar 28 Mike & Amy Abbot 
Mar 30 Tony & Diane Christian 

Mar 31 Walt & Barbara Alice Carroll 

  
Mar 04 Tawnie McDowell 

Mar 05 Lloyd Marvin 

Mar 06 Jan Bogart 

Mar 06 Quinton Byrd 

Mar 06 Barry Havener 

Mar 07 Nancy Dennis 

Mar 08 David Polk 
Mar 09 Kelly Jo Fruehwald 

Mar 09 Rene Williams 

Mar 09 Paula Martin 
  
Mar 13 Carol Essig 
Mar 14 Tiffany Howe 

Mar 16 Susan Sell 

Mar 19 Kim Evans 

Mar 21 Florine Blake 

Mar 22 Carolyn Hart 

Mar 23 James Wolf 

Mar 25 Laverne Thomas 

Mar 26 Stacy Evans 

Mar 29 Erin Creech 

Mar 29 Lauren Brunner 

Please make  sure that your email address is 
updated with the church office.  Next month 
the newsletter will be going electronic. 
What does this mean, we will only be printing 
a limited number of copies.  The newsletter 
will be available on the website and by email. 
If you do not have internet access please fill in 
this form and place it in the offering tray or 
return it to the office so we know how many 
copies to print.  Thank you for your help!!! 
 
Will need a printed copy of the Newsletter: 
 
Name________________________________ 

������������������������������������
��	
��	
��	
��	
� ���



The Good News, March 2010 
6 

Financial Report for January 2010 
 

Income  Budget    
13,162            140,500 
 
Expenses 
15,840                        201,327 
 
Net Profit (Loss) 
(2,678)   

This is Mary and Dave Harlow's report on our recent mission trip to work on Hurricane Katrina 
repairs. We did represent you and Beneva CCDoC along with our Ohio church. We left Satur-
day for New Orleans and a long, long drive over 750 miles through mostly forests. All was go-
ing well until we reached Tampa. I, Dave, realized I left my medicine at home. The over sight 
caused us to add 21/2 hours to our journey and we missed our first night goal which was bad.It 
cost us $242 each to stay at the mission station plus gas, lodging and food en route. Pretty rea-
sonable considering having a warm shelter, hot private showers and a real bed. We arose at 6 
AM, packed our lunches, ate breakfast and showered    etc. We were on the road to our work 
sites and the bridge traffic by 7 AM. There were 4 churches from N.E.Ohio. They left in a 20 
inch snow fall and very slick roads to get there! The 4 churches sent crews down for 3 consecu-
tive weeks, by the way. Mary and I worked together the 1st day. She scraped a house and I re-
moved windows, replaced termite infested studs. The next day, I rough framed for new win-
dows. This house is owned by a widow lady who saved 41/2 years to buy the materials to re-
build her home. She didn't have money to hire the work done. This is where your donations to 
Week of Compassion help. WoC is supplying the help and tools needed to get the work done. 
While we were there in New Orleans, our group worked on 5 different sites..One house the 
floor was removed, the floor joists repaired or replaced and a new floor was installed. The 
house is to be raised up higher. We filled a 20 cubic yard dumpster at the house that had been 
on the ground since the hurricane. I'd love to tell you about the other houses. There used to be 
18,000 people a week working on the damage. There are now on the average of 1,000 people 
a week now and the DoC is one of the largest suppliers of workers and materials. This is all 
made possible by you donations to Week of Compassion. It is estimated that it will take 12-15 
years to rebuild the Gulf Coast area. These people waiting to move back into their houses are 
not lazy or shiftless. They are mostly older people who have worked all their lives, paid taxes 
and never asked for help from anyone. The last day, Mrs Banks , the home owner of the house 
Mary and I worked on, came to thank us with tears in her eyes. Have you ever felt humble?        
 By the way, it was so cold there, you couldn't even feel the nails you were trying to hit.  
Dave Harlow 

Hurricane Katrina Mission Trip 
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                            ‘Nones’ are gaining gro und  
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What is faith?  
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BIFOCAL BUNCH NEWS  
  
Sunday, March 7th, 7pm.,    15th Annual 
Choir Fest Concert at Pine Shores Presbyte-
rian Church. Free admission. 
   
  
Tuesday, March 16th, 9am.,  Breakfast at 
First Watch restaurant on the South Trail. 
RSVP to Shirley Blanton at  
                                           377-
7894 or  Sailor1954@aol.com 
  
Later in  March.                    Elsie McDonald 
will report on her recent trip to Italy. Time 
and date to be announced.   

MARTHA CIRCLE NEWS        
  
Monday, March 8th, 7:15pm. Martha Circle will 
meet in the Fellowship Hall. All ladies are in-
vited.  

Joshua’s Men 
 
We continue a call for ALL men to attend the monthly gath-
ering of Joshua’s Men.  Our next meeting will be on Monday, 
March 1, 2010 from 7:00 to 8:00 PM for fellowship with our 
brothers in Christ, including a song, scripture and prayer.  
The venue for this meeting will be at the 1st Baptist Church of 
Osprey. 
 
February’s meeting took place at the Beneva Christian 
Church Fellowship Hall.  Our meeting started on time and 
was well attended.  After singing “Majesty”, scripture and 
prayer we discussed the last segment of our “A Man of His 
Word” series entitled “Called to STAND:  A Man and his 
Mission” .   The review materials fostered a lively discussion 
about God’s call on each one of our lives past, present and 
perhaps the future. 
 
Additionally we passed out the books for our new series 
called Men of Purpose.  This material will begin in March 
2010 with a 13 month discussion entitled Fearless Leader-
ship:  Insights into the life of Joshua, by Dr. Gene Getz.  
Please consider the fact that God felt what Joshua did was 
worth an entire book in the Bible, our fellowship is named 
after Joshua and therefore this training session has to be 
viewed as life altering.  Please tell your friends to join us.  
The study books will be available at all future meetings for a 
small donation and they are yours to keep (this will take care 
of more than a year of study material and the donation is ab-
solutely voluntary). 
 
Finally we discussed a rotating discussion leader role for our 
new series on Fearless Leadership.  Lesson One – “Basic 
Training for Life”  will be guided by Steve Dziadik.  Lesson 
Two – “Supernatural Courage & Blessing” will be guided 
by Frank Metheny.  The role of discussion leader is abso-
lutely voluntary but each man should see it as an incredible 
opportunity to grow in God’s Word.  We look forward to es-
tablishing volunteers for all thirteen lessons with a backup 
leader in case of conflicts.  Please jump into the frying pan 
and learn as you enjoy the “heat”. 
 
Please place April 5, 2010 on your calendars from 7:00 to 
8:00 PM for the next Joshua’s Men meeting.  The venue for 
this meeting will be determined at the March meeting.  Please 
reach out and ask a brother to join our ministry.  It is very 
easy to get additional men to attend our meetings, you only 
have to do three things and they can be done in any order but 
you have to do ALL three – 1. Ask them, 2. Ask them 
& 3. Ask them! 
For more information or questions please contact Steve 
Dziadik at 941-228-8605. 
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Elder Serving Schedule for November 2009 

Deacon Serving Schedule for November 2009 

  March 07      March 14      March 21      March 24      

1 
Joyce and Dean 
Hoover   1 

Joyce and Dean 
Hoover   1 

Joyce and Dean 
Hoover   1 

Joyce and Dean 
Hoover     

2 Steve Dziadik   2 Steve Dziadik   2 Steve Dziadik   2 Steve Dziadik     

  
Shared Duties:  Steve Dziadik and Joyce and Dean Hoover.  Gail Brodkorb - call 
for backup     

10:45 A.M. Traditional Worship - Communion will be served in the pews rather than 
up front     
  March 07      March 14      March 21      March 28    

1 Kathy Bearden 
C/
G 1 Debbie York   1 Tim Brodkorb   1 Marilyn Gerkin G 

2 Joe Bearden B 2 Nila Valvo 
C/
G 2 Alisha Brodkorb 

C/
G 2 Tim Brodkorb   

3 Marilyn Gerkin   3 Jennifer Fulkert B 3 Kathy Bearden B 3 Jan Bogart C/B 
4 Tim Brodkorb   4 Kathy Bearden   4 Joe Bearden   4 Alisha Brodkorb   

  
Communion 
Prep     

Communion 
Prep     

Communion 
Prep     

Communion 
Prep   

  Kathy Bearden     Tim Brodkorb     Jan Bogart     Marilyn Gerkin   
  Joe Bearden     Alisha Brodkorb     Tim Brodkorb     Tim Brodkorb   
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&���7����6�

 MAR   7    JANE & GLENN ONEAL      Jane call to worship 

 MAR 14  ELSIE  MCDONALD & BOB BLANTON       Elsie call to worship 

 MAR 21  SARA & FRANK METHENY  Sara call to worship, both visitaion and communion 

MAR 28  NILA VALVO & GREG FULKERT  Nila call to worship 
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  March 2010 

BENEVA CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Disciples of Christ) 
4835 Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL 34233-2110 

Phone: 941.924.8713           Fax: 941.923.4185 

E-Mail:    bccoffice2@verizon.net 
 

Web Site:  www.BenevaChristian.com 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Discover . . . Spiritual growth 
 

Every Disciples congregation meets weekly to worship 
God. In the warmth of God’s presence and with the 
support of others, we grow in our understanding of God in 
ways that make a difference in our everyday lives. 
 

Through worship that is both contemporary and traditional, 
we discover the joy of trusting and following Jesus. 
 

Around the communion table, we acknowledge Christ’s 
presence and remember the meal He shared with His 
followers. All believers are welcome at the Lord’s table. 
 

Whether you are a longtime follower of Jesus Christ, or 
curious about Christianity, the Christian Church can help 
you explore Christianity and learn about Christ. �  

What Do Disciples Believe? 
 
Like most Christians, Disciples affirm: 
�� Jesus Christ is the son of the Living God, and offers 

saving grace to all. 
�� All persons are God’s children. 
 
Beliefs and practices usually associated with Disciples 
include: 
�� Open Communion. The Lord’s Supper, or 

Communion, is celebrated in weekly worship. It is 
open to all believers. 

�� Diversity of opinion. Each person is free to 
determine individual belief guided by the Bible, the 
Holy Spirit, study and prayer. 

�� Baptism by immersion. In baptism the old self-
centered life is set aside, and a new life of trust in 
God is made possible. Although Disciples generally 
practice baptism by immersion, they honor other 
baptism traditions as well. 

�� Importance of church unity. All Christians should 
cooperate in ministry wherever possible, affirming 
each other as sisters and brothers in Christ. 

�� The ministry of all believers. Both ministers and lay 
persons lead worship, direct service opportunities 
and nurture spiritual growth. 

�� Freedom of belief. Disciples are called together 
around one essential of faith: belief in Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Savior.�  

The chalice symbolizes the central place of  
communion in worship for the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). The X-shaped cross of the 
disciple Andrew is a reminder of the ministry of each 
person and the importance of evangelism. 

Contemporary Serrvice                                             9:30am 

Adult & Youth Bible Study Class 9:30am 

Traditional Worship Service (& Nursery) 10:45am 

Adult & Youth Bible Study Class 10:45am 

Sunday Night Live (Youth Groups)                     4:30 –6:30pm 

Sunday Schedule 


