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From the

PASTOR

Advent begins on the fourth Sunday before Christamakcontinues
until sunset on Christmas Eve. The traditional beigig of the Chris-
tian Year is marked by a time of waiting expectanil time of hope
not yet fully realized. It is a time for us to pegp our homes, our
sanctuary, and most importantly our heart to recéme “word made
flesh.”

One of my favorite Advent songs is “O come, o cdmnemanuel”
because it is us inviting the Christ to come orga&rmainto our lives.
The name Emmanuel means “God with us” and thathiastwe de-
sire. We know that God is already present withruss and all
around us, but this season is a special time toosst him afresh and
anew into every part of our lives.

This season is a time of light and life. Each weekng Advent we
light a candle to remind us of things that are nmogiortant. We light
a candle for hope. We light a candle for peacelig¥ a candle for
joy. We light a candle for love. And finally on Gétmas Eve we
light the Christ candle to remind us that it isyotile Christ who can
give us hope, peace, joy and love.

John say, “In him was life, and that life was tigit of men. The
light shines in the darkness, but the darknessibasnderstood it.” |
pray that this Advent season that you will gaireamunderstanding
of the light that has come into the world and thatlight will bring
hope, peace, joy and love.

Merry Christmas!

Blessings!

Rev. Dr. Bobby G. Dickerson
Senior Minister

Beneva Christian Church
www.BenevaChristian.com

Empowered by the Spirit, We will reach out
in Love and Fellowship; Teaching and
Making Disciples.
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Church Directory
Update

N7
‘R ( With all the new people
joining the church we
DIRECTORY would like to update our
church directory. Please stop by the members

services table in the narthex during December
and verify your information.

~~

CHRISTMAS OFFERING

Our Christmas offering will be taken on De-
cember 13 and 20 ™. It is to benefit the Disciple
Mission Fund. The Disciple Mission fund sup-
ports our regional ministries; included, but not
necessarily a complete list includes the con-
ference center, men and women ministries,
pastor search and call. Additionally, DMF sup-
ports the general church providing support for
stewardship education, overseas missionary
support, ministerial relief pensions, reconcilia-
tion ministries, and young adults. Please be
generous.

Thank you, Your Outreach team, Dave Harlow
and Mary Caress

Worship on Wednesdays is our new
midweek opportunity to gather for food

at 5:45, worship 6:30, and education. We
will also have a guest speaker once a
month.

Come join us for a midweek spiritual
recharge.

%" Calling for all SALT Shak-
ers

If you have not brought in your favor-
ite salt shaker to place on the chancel it is oot t
late. In fact we are looking forward to seeing rgou
joining all the ones that have already been placed.
The salt shakers are a visual commitment showing
the world that we are recommitted to Beneva Chris-
tian’s Mission Statement and being the salt of the
earth for God.
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Little Discipl es Preschool’'s Newsletter Article for
December 2009

November has been a beautiful month for us. We have been very busy going on nature walks, learning
about food and so much more and we are REALLY enjoying our time on the Outdoor Classroom and the
Playground. Before closing for Thanksgiving Break, it is a long-standing tradition for our children to come
together for our annual Friendship Feasts where a delicious time was shared by all.

We will return from Thanksgiving break to begin stuffing Christmas Stockings with toys for children and
much-needed items for their families in our community. Every room will have a big, red stocking hanging
on the doorknob. Please give only new or re-gifter items only. Collecting gifts for others during the
holidays is another one of our traditions and one that makes all of us feel a bit like someone’s Secret
Santa. See the office if you have any questions or to find out how you can help those in need this holiday
season.

December is a very musical, very EXCITING month here!! Our calendar is bursting with special days. Did
you mark your calendars for the greatest concert ev  er?! On December 11", Little Disciples
Preschool will come together in song for our preschool families at 11:30am. A courtyard cookie reception
will follow. Our tiny tots will host an in-classroom mini-concert with an in-class cookie reception on
December 17"

We will end our month with classroom holiday luncheons, lots of special/secret workshops and soooo
much fun!! Because everyone has been so good here at Little Disciples, Santa called to ask if he could
come visit with all our preschoolers! So-ho-ho look for a special visit with Santa during our last week of
school-hurray!!

Pastor Bobby will bring us the Christmas Story in Chapel moments on Dec. 17" & 18" at 11:45am both
days. Parents are always welcome to join us in Chapel Moments and we hope you will be there for this
very special BIRTH-day story. School ends on December 18", and resumes January 4", 2010. We wish
you a Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays!

With Love from EVERYONE here at Little Disciples Preschool

Teacher’s Tidbits by Mrs. Noel

December is the busiest of months here at Little Disciples! The children are hard at work learning songs
for our Winter Concert. Their little voices fill our halls with the sweet sounds of Christmas cheer. We are
also very busy trying to create Christmas crafts and lots of surprises for our loved ones. You will have to
be patient and wait to see what your little angel has made just for you. If you can, take a moment during
this crazy, hectic time to hug your child and reflect on the celebration of the birth of Christ.

Merry Christmas to all, and to all a Happy New Year

-
i

Please continue to bring your Be sure to stop by the member’s services table
Aluminum cans to help support our in the narthex and order your name tag. Each thg w
Health Department Fund used to help have your name and the city and state you are fioom
people in need with medications costs. only $5. This is a great way to find out who isrfr

Cans can be dropped off behind the ga- your part of the world.

rage
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As we go into the last month of the year the yarth
busier than ever. The Little Gardner’s taught husua
Thanksgiving, the Hot Shots made goodies that vie wi
be eating at the Salt of the Earth Café, and CMFoei
sharing a message about prayer during WOW on Decg
ber 2.

If you want to see us in action we will be in trer&ota
Holiday parade on Decembéef,osting Breakfast with
Santa with proceeds going to the food pantry, pgton
our traditional Live Nativity, and helping out &iet
Christmas tree stand.

We are a growing community but have room for many
more. If you are a kindergartner to™grader join us on
Sunday'’s at 4:30 followed by a snack supper ar 2o

Grandparents’ Camp*‘veekend in

December 2009
CYF Conference June 20-26
Genesis Camp June 27-July 2
Canoe Camp July 4-10
Junior Camp July 11-15
Third Grade Camp July 18-22
Chi-Rho Camp July 25-30

Spiritual Arts Camp August 1-7

Will you answer “Here am | Lord; send
me” when asked to serve on the staff of a
youth camp or conference in 2010?
There is a need for adults to fill camp di-
rectors, counselors, counselors-in-
training, lifeguard, camp nurse and other
staff positions. Please contact the camp
and conference center to let them know

where you can help.

The adult Cornerstone Class would like to invite yo

join them at 9:30 on Sunday mornings for a tim8ibie

study and discussion. They meet in the Chi Ryoroo
the Fellowship Hall. Discover the joy of growinmg t
gether as Christians as we study God’s Word.

m-

The Wired Word class continues to meet in the Fel-
lowship Hall at 9:30 on Sunday mornings. They dis-
cuss and study the most current events of the week
and discover how our faith and the Bible intertwine
Be sure to give your e-mail address to Sara orlFran
Metheny to be included in this exciting new class.

We want to applaud the Salteens for their dranpags-
entation during worship in November. They contitme
meet and study the Bible creatively in the Fellagwsh
Hall's Searcher’s room at 9:30 on Sunday mornings.
Currently they are planning on a presentation owlivés-
day, December™ about the Lord’s Prayer. Don't miss
out on this treat, join us at 6:30 in the Sanctuamhere
is always room for more to join the class!

Good News Printed By

Creative Technology of Sarasota, Inc.
5959 Palmer Blvd.

Sarasota, FL 34232

(941) 371-2743

Email: bob@ctimls.com
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Dec 01

Dec 12

Dec 14

Dec 14

Dec 15

Dec 23

Dec 27

Dec 27

Dec 30

Larry & Jackie Hazen

Hugh & Lillian Moore

Edith Davidowski

Perry & Denise Mason

Darren & Rebecca Platt

David & Mary Harlow

Harold & Jane Holbrook

Barry & Becky Havener

Zach & Holly Fuqua

Taylor Swartz
therapy

Mary Lawton
Todd Dellit

Joy Byrd

Cheyenne Morris

Lisa Croy

Friends

Prayer Requests
17 years old undergoing chemo

Macular degeneration both eyes

Recovering from

Cathy Peiso’s family, she
passed away from an aneurism
while driving her car

Mary Weick undergoing chemo-
therapy

Beneva Christian Church

4 month old baby is in Sarasota
Memorial Hospital with Swine
Flue.

Barbara Berggren

Rick Hill surgery on hand after
accident

Forest Fahrbach undergoing
chemotherapy

Dec 01
Dec 01

Dec 02

Dec 05
Dec 08

Dec 09

Dec 10

Dec 11

Dec 13
Dec 17

Dec 21

Dec 21
Dec 21

Dec 23

Dec 24
Dec 24

Dec 26
Dec 26
Dec 27

Dec 27
Dec 28
Dec 28

Dec 29
Dec 29

Dec 30
Dec 30

Dec 30

Lori Walsh
Caitlin Byrd

Denise Mason
Kaitlin Higby

Patricia Weaver
Steven Dziadik

Brent Creech
Dean Allen Platt

Paul Sloat
Lucinda Bussiere

Bobby Dickerson

David Harlow

Charles Rabjohns

Melanie Bussiere

Sara Metheny
Marshall DuBois

Kyle Mason
J.B. Stanley

Russell Robbins

Theresa Weber
Jerry Bogart
Perry Mason

Stacia Hill

Christina Fruehwald

Willis Jacus

Marcella Johnson

Wally Brunton
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Financial Report for December 2009

Income YTD
9,577 175,758
Expenses

15,852 189,390

Net Profit (Loss)
-6,275 -1%26

MARTHA CIRCLE NEWS

The Martha Circle will go out for dinner on Thursday, Dec. 10th at Olive Garden
Restaurant on the South Trail. Reservations have been made for 5:45pm. All la-
dies of the church are invited. Please let Shirley know if you're coming by calling
377-7894 or reply to Sailor1954@aol.com

Thanks to everyone who helped to make the Novermb@&raft & Car Show such a success. The weathegaea
geous, the vendors were happy and the crowds wge Ve were able to raise approximately $1,40Bé&reva
Christian to enable us to continue reaching otthéccommunity. This was another excellent oppdtgun expose
our neighbors to some of the exciting events tagpkn at the corner of Proctor and Beneva.

We would like to also give special thanks and ask you support the following businesses that segrisly made
contributions to our raffle:

Players Theatre
Manhattan Bar & Girill
Mad Fish Restaurant
Dutch Heritage

Venice Theatre
DeMarco Restaurant
Bob’s Laundry

M & D County Cooking
O’Hair

Florida Studio Theatre
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BIFOCAL BUNCH NEWS

Breakfast

Date: Thursday, Dec. 3rd, 2009

Time: 9am.

Place: Millie's Restaurant on Clark Road.

RSVP to Shirley Blanton at 377-7894 or Sailor1954@aol.com

Wednesday, Dec.23 Live Nativity Scene

We will serve cookies and hot chocolate at the Live Nativity Scene.
Three people have signed up for the 6pm-7:30pm shift. We need
three or four people for the 7:30-9:00pm shift. Also, we need lots of
cookies. Please volunteer to serve and/or bring some cookies. Let
Shirley know if you'll help.

New Years Eve

We will have dinner at Beckham's Restaurant, 1272 South Tamiami Trail, Osprey.

This is in South Bay Plaza. We'll eat at 7:30pm. After dinner we will go to the home of
Jerry and Mary Caress for our party. In lieu of gifts, bring a cash donation to be given to
our Food Bank. Please bring a dessert or some beverages. Let Shirley know what
you're bringing. No Doze tablets will be available for those wishing to be awake at mid-
night.

I am your church envelope
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Joshua’s Men

We continue a call for ALL men to attend the mowthl
gathering of Joshua’s Men. Our next meeting valldn
Monday, December 7, 2009 from 7:00 to 8:00 PM &br f
lowship with our brothers in Christ, including angp
scripture and prayer. The venue for this meetiiligos at
the Beneva Christian Church in Sarasota.

During this meeting we will continue our trainirtgglping
each of those who attend to be a “Man of His Wandll
aspects of his life. Our focus this meeting wplesifically
relate to a man’s relationship with his callindeéad. Our
discussion will concentrate on a man in the matketp
The great danger is not that a man won’t do \gbate-
bodyelse can do but rather the great danger is that he
won't do whathe can do.

Our last meeting was at the Beneva Christian Chieth
lowship Hall. Our meeting started on time and wa4
attended. After a song, scripture and prayer weved the
video portion of our training given by Dr. Adriarogers
entitled “Called to Lead”. We also heard from Jdfirri-
son of Beneva Christian Church. He shared hisopais
testimony about how God has brought him from thei
despair to a rejuvenated spirit as he has suffiwredigh
his personal battle with a very painful and depigdis-
ease that apparently little is known about. Heethhow
God has made a way out of what appeared to be ndova
him by just calling on Him and trusting in Him. Ide-
couraged us with his upbeat rendering of his peisamd
family trials during this period and is a good ratedel for
each of us should we find ourselves in personétdifies
no matter how trying they may seen at the timecheme
of us was encouraged by his testimony and we eagedr
him by prayer as we laid our hands on him.

Please place January 4, 2010 on your calendars7roon
to 8:00 PM for the next Joshua’s Men meeting. Udrue
for this meeting will be determined at the Decembeet-
ing. Please reach out and ask a brother to jaimmois-
try. Who knows what may be added to the entilevel
ship by asking the last person in the world that gfonk
would want to attend the meeting.

For more information or questions please contaetest
Dziadik at 941-228-8605.

%
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Basic4kids.org

Is sending clothing and other items
listed below to Subirana Honduras.
We are collecting reusable clothing
(like all those race tee shirts in your
closet). Sports equipment, sports
shoes, cleats and all other shoes, and
hats. All sizes and ages needed.
Contact Linda Giordano by phone 941-

924-2948 or by email

creativeaccents@verizon.net
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December 6 Greg and Olevia Fulkert

December 13 Bob Blanton and Elsie McDonald

December 20 Olevia Fulkert and guest Elder

December 24 Jane and Glen Oneal Olevia and Gi&grEu

December 27 Jane and Glen Oneal

December 06

Elder Serving Schedule for November 2009

Deacon Serving Schedule for November 2009

December 13

December 20

December 24

December 27

C/

Tim Brodkorb Kathy Bearden Nila Valvo B Requesting G Marilyn Gerkin | G
C/ Alisha C/ C/

Nila Valvo G Joe Bearden Brodkorb G Deaons B Nila Valvo B
Steve Dziadik Alisha Brodkorb Debbie York to Kathy Bearden
Mary Ann
Dziadik B Marilyn Gerken Tim Brodkorb \Volunteer Joe Bearden
Communion Communion Communion
Prep Communion Prep Prep contact Prep
Nila Valvo Kathy Bearden Debbie York Kathy or Nila Marilyn Gerkin

Tim Brodkorb

Joe Bearden

Tim Brodkorb

Nila Valvo

Calling All Historians

We have LOTS of file drawers full of the history®éneva Christian
Church. We need someone who is called to preggthimpast to
organize it. | have been accused of not savinghamy (not true |
have the girls first pictures from preschool just much else) so |
am not the best person to sort through these itéttease contact me
at the church office if you need a winter proje€hank you Corry.
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CHRISTMAS TREES

It's that time of the year again. We will be ofenbusiness on Friday the 27
This is OUR MAJOR FUND RAISER and VERY importamdo future. We
need everyone to help. If you are breathing, wen@u and will have a job that
you can do.
There will be 400 trees, the same as last yeast yaar we sold every tree,
which is our goal again this year and be finishgdbcember 13!!
The ROTC Cadets will help again this year. Theykna@ry hard but do need some supervision and gobsethat
they are unable to do.
Sale days/workers: We are planning to furnish ameng meal each sale day. Lynn Harris may bengpjlou to pre-
pare a meal and bring it to the church. We foundast year how much those teenagers can eatvaftiing all
day!!!
Daily staff we need 1) at least one adult churcmiver (register), 2) greeters and 3) gorillas tothegytrees. We also
need wreath makers.
Please sign up to work as often as you can. Thjegt is a lot of work but also a lot of fun andraat fellowship
builder.

Thank you in advance
The Christmas Tree Committee

We Need Cookies

Do you like to bake cookies but don’t want to dwtnh all yourself? This year we will be distribgticookies and hot
chocolate to people who visit our Live Nativityadh year we have many people visit us and thiswearould like
to reach out to them through food and fellowshijne Joshua’s Men Group and the Bifocal Bunch vélhiosting the
first two nights but we need one more group fora#2of December. We also need cookies to be servexdgiine
event. Please contact Corry to let her know howymyau will be bringing (915-3206). Thank you fayur help

with this outreach.

Wanted Smiling Faces )
Needed Greeters for Sunday Morning. Please Children’s Church
sign up on list located on the bulletin board in Continues to meet during the 10:30 hour. Volurgteer
the narthex. Help us greet each other and are needed to lead this important ministry. Ifiyo
visitors. If you have any questions please con- feel led to serve for a month is this area please c
tact Ruth Wolf if you have any questions. tact Betty Freant.

The Good News December 2009
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All Church Christmas
Dinner
December 18th
6:00pm
Bring a dish
Come join us for Food,
Fellowship and Fun.
Meat will be provided.

12
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Hope, Healing, and a Hand:
A Courageous Compassion Partnership

, November 11, 2009

From its beginning, the Disciples Hurricane Recovery Initiative has edlapemerging needs and new
challenges. Since September 2005, Disciples have given over $4.4 million to WeekpasSiom in response
to Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and lke. At the same time, Disciples centinanswer God's call to "Get Dirty
for Jesus!" Nearly 11,100 Disciples volunteers representing 1,124 mission greagohtaibuted 437,000
hours to the mission of disaster recovery. The value of this volunteer laborfiwdgtl $8.9 million. The
hours are equivalent to rebuilding 175 homes and repairing 10 Disciples caiogiega

While the Disciples Hurricane Recovery Initiative winds down at the erfdof¢ar, God does not appear
ready to let the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) off the hook. Discygtdunteering, in partnership with
Week of Compassion, is poised to help Disciples continue to answer Gotbsreajpond to those hard hit by
disaster and partner in mission with neighbors in need. The work of the DiscipleshkeifRecovery

Initiative will continue across the Gulf Coast. The work doesn't end there, howwéseples Volunteering:
Disaster Response is expanding its vision. As communities continue to expamehecover from natural
disaster, Disciples Volunteering: Disaster Response calls volaritebe present, offeringppe, healing, and
a handin their recovery.

Answer God's call to serve with Courageous Compassion today! Contact Bréeddat B38-346-2631 or
visit the website

Sarasota Christmas Parade

December 5th 6:00pm

Youth of Beneva will be participating.
Come to the parade and support our youths
effort to bring the Live Nativityto “Miracle
Downtown”

To members of Beneva Christian Church,

This is to thank you for your concern for the conmityy and for
sponsoring your food pantry. A special thank youddckie and : .
her “crew” for running a great program and for tHaendliness. B The Gcoﬁd. l:!ewscls purt])llthed' rrontr;lért:y i
A third (belated ) and fourth thank you is for thhekey dinner | jggeg% rs I??nd Surc (tISCFIpL 31233 2rllslc))
received last year, and for the one my family isutlio enjoy eneva Rd., sarasota, i '
this year. May you all have a happy and healtHihy season.
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Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

7:00pm

Start your Christmas off
right.

Come join us for Scripture
and singing.

Followed by a trip to
Bethlehem

Bring a Neighbor, a Friend,
a co-worker, your Family
Join the youth of Beneva

For the Live Nativity
December 22-24
6:30 —8:30pm

December 12
8:00am

(7:00am for volunteers)
Please help make this a great community event.
We need volunteers help with serving of our guests,
as well as help in the kitchen. If you are abledtp
please contact Corry at the church office.

Want to honor or remember someone special this
Christmas season while giving to a good cause?
Beneva can help you with this. Please fill out andle
tree form included in your bulletin with the nase@nd
enclose this with $5.00 per person.

Thank you for supporting the angel tree.

14
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ga _ g BENEVA CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Disciples of Christ)
aam - 4835 Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL 34233-2110
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" Phone: 941.924.8713 Fax: 941.923.4185
~—
_i’!! E-Mail: bccoffice2@verizon.net
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‘—li‘— Web Site: www.BenevaChristian.com
&

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

December 2009

What Do Disciples Believe?

Like most Christians, Disciples affirm:
Jesus Christ is the son of the Living God, andreffe
saving grace to all.

All persons are God’s children.

Beliefs and practices usually associated with Dissi
include:
Open CommuniariThe Lord’s Supper, or
Communion, is celebrated in weekly worship. It is
open to all believers.
Diversity of opinion Each person is free to
determine individual belief guided by the Biblegth
Holy Spirit, study and prayer.
Baptism by immersionn baptism the old self-
centered life is set aside, and a new life of tmust

God is made possible. Although Disciples generally

practice baptism by immersion, they honor other
baptism traditions as well.

Importance of church unityAll Christians should
cooperate in ministry wherever possible, affirming
each other as sisters and brothers in Christ.

The ministry of all believer&8oth ministers and lay
persons lead worship, direct service opportunities
and nurture spiritual growth.

Freedom of belieDisciples are called together

around one essential of faith: belief in Jesus Clas
Lord and Savior.

im-‘

The chalice symbolizes the central place of
communion in worship for the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). The X-shaped cross of the
disciple Andrew is a reminder of the ministry otba
person and the importance of evangelism.

Discover . . . Spiritual growth

Every Disciples congregation meets weekly to wqurshi
God. In the warmth of God'’s presence and with the
support of others, we grow in our understandin@ofl in
ways that make a difference in our everyday lives.

Through worship that is both contemporary and tiamal,
we discover the joy of trusting and following Jesus

Around the communion table, we acknowledge Christ’s
presence and remember the meal He shared with His
followers. All believers are welcome at the Lortible.

Whether you are a longtime follower of Jesus Chaist
curious about Christianity, the Christian Church belp
you explore Christianity and learn about Christ.

Sunday Schedule
Adult & Youth Bible Study Class 9:30am
Salt Water Café (coffee & fellowship) 10:00am
Traditional Worship Service (& Nursery) 10:30 am
Worship & Wonder After Children’s Sermon
Sunday Night Live (Youth Groups) 4:30 —6:30pm

16
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